
I)' t5~tnate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510

November 10, 2005

The Honorable Alberto R. Gonzales
Attorney General
U.S, Department ofJustice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20530

D~A.ttomey.Qenera1'GQnzales:

Acoordjn~tQ"TheFBn$.S~retSprutiny,)'.a.November'.6,20<)$storyin .Th~.
Jfashingf(xlZ Pest, .Uie.FeqeI'a1..~re~u.orlnvestigati911.1$$Ue~"mQ!'etb.ap,.~O,QOO .tl!itlogal
securitY.lCtters.ayear,acoordi~to .gQvetmnentsources;anundredfolaincreaseover
historic norms,"

As you know; National Security Letters (NSLs),whichareissued by FBI agents
withouMijqlcialot gt~4jWYftPflroYal~req1.fireai$cl(}~eo~Ph!)Ae,Intern~t,.f~aI1.cial,.
credit'afidother.sens.itive..personalreoords,.TherecipientofanNSLis subjectto. a
p~~enf~1;lt01!latipgag o{"der'..h1ordertO~~\.tagep1.lblicC9~cern.a.J4db~tter'~qnnthe
~etm.peQPle.about..the. use.Qfthls.'authonty,..webelieveiti$il1lP9tta.J4tfu..declassify
thenUtnber' of NS.Ls.is.sued.smcc'enJ;\ctIDent.ofthe"OSA.PATRIQT Act,

Specifically, wc<requestthatyoudecIassifYtheaggregatenumberofNSLsissued
.f!)t.each.oftheJ~t'.fo\;1r.Calend~'.Yea.rs..(2001,..2()02,..2003.2Qo.J),j)Ul"suaritJoe.ach.qfth~
fdllowingauthonties:Section2109 .ofTitie18ofthelJnited .StatesCode~.Section
1.1.14(a)(5)o£the.Rigbt.toFinancial..PnvacyAct.of.t 918.(lZ U.S,C. ...3414(a)(5»),.Section
62SoftheF~r9r~dit~eponi~g Act(15U.s,C. 1681u), ~d Secti9n626(}fth~f'~ir
Credit Report1ngAct(15lJ,S.C. .1681v).

Senarot.Durbinmadeasimilatteqtiestina JU1y25~20()$lettertOyou; .In
J."(;sPons~,..Assi$tant..Att9rney.GeneralWilliam.E,...Moschel1lJ:.said,"Public disclosure. of
theinfQ~tiQni$:{lot,bowev~.l;tppropn~t~I;tttrnstil1lejtl]ig~tofthertatiollal securitY
interestsinq:uestion.."'. Mt,MoscheIla 4idno.telaborateon tbenationalsecurityinterests
thatwohldbeittlp}iC!it«'ibydeclassifyfu.g.the.nul1lberofNSps ..issued.

In fact, declassifying the numberofNSLs issued wouldnot reveal any
information about specific terrorism orinteHigence investigations. Itwo\ild not identifY
the target Qfany NSL, the recipient of any NSL, the information Qbtainedby any NSL, or
how such infot1!lationwas used, By way of comparison,you have decIassifjedthe
number of orders that the Justice Department has obtainedpw;suant to Smion 215 Qfthe
PATRIOT Act, as well as details about tile types of information obtained by such orders,
actions which presumably didnot unduly threaten national security interests.
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. " ",'.' , "Tb,~Am~can?eopl~d(}~~t,kno\Vl\owo~tb~,FBrisusmgthi$,~\ithQfitYto,

obtainth~r'sensitivepers91UUte<:6t4s. .As"Congressdebates legislationthatwould
real1thonzeandrevisethePATRIOTAct,the,Amencanpeopleareentitledtothis "

jm9in1,atiJ;)t),~tb.ejtid~(l~tbip~.9fnQJmmi$Si()p. conc1Udeq,"The1>~deIlof
prooffotre.taining.aparticulargovermnentIDpowershou1dbeQrlthe'execl1tiv~."

In Ug11tofifi'1.Il'1in.~f<3ongre$sionalaCtiononPATRI()TACti'eauthorization~:we
requesttllt~tyouIesp(>ndtoil1i$JetterbyNovember,16t2005.. ~nkyoufQryp.urti111e
aiidcpn$iderii.ti6n.
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